What’s the point of Church?

What’s the Point of Church?
What’s the answer to that question if church is not already your home, your family, something
you’ve always done, or the place where you find a sense of belonging? What would you say
to a young person who has never been involved with church, or to someone who has left
church because of a bad experience, or simply because it’s boring, irrelevant and out-dated?
Here’s an answer that works for me: “Come and be part of God’s people, transformed by the
gospel, making a difference for Christ’s sake!” These are the words of the Catch the Vision
statement, which is the answer the United Reformed Church gave to the question, “What’s the
point of our continuing as a separate denomination?”
Unless the Christian Church is making a Jesus-shaped difference in the lives of the
communities, it has no business existing, and we as members cannot justify the amount of
time, energy and money that we spend to keep it going. There is far too much poverty and
need and pain in the world that ought rightfully demand our time, attention and resources.
A community whose reason for existence is living for others is not selfish or self-obsessed. A
group of people who are deeply engaged with the most pressing questions and problems of
the day is not irrelevant. A church that insists on putting the poorest, most marginalised and
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most silenced people first is a living example of Jesus’ revolutionary vision of human
community. And a community that is characterised by faith, hope, joy, love and compassion
throbs with a life and energy that cannot be ignored. What is more, it is deeply attractive –
because it is recognisably Jesus-shaped.
Churches whose primary purpose is to preserve the institution are private religious clubs.
Churches that are defined by mission are previews of the transformed new world that Jesus
called the Kingdom of God.
One of the most soul-destroying things for people who want to make a difference is the sheer
scale of the task. Belonging to the church ought to mean being a part of a global family
whose reason for existing is to change the world. That is what Jesus taught us to pray for:
“Your Kingdom come; your will be done on earth …”
That’s mission. And mission is Spirit-business. Church life is about being plugged into the
very Life of God. It’s about sharing in God’s world-transforming work.
It’s also about being changed to become more like Jesus: “seeing him
more clearly, loving him more dearly, and following him more nearly”.
There’s nothing easy or comfortable about it. But there isn’t a more
worthwhile, exciting or satisfying way to live!
Lawrence Moore, Director of the Windermere Centre
Page 3

The Windermere Centre
Our mission is to resource the church through hospitality and theological adventure.
We do this in two main ways: by asking you to pay what you can rather than charging a fee (see next
page for more details), and through our “It’s Your Space” policy (more on this in a minute).
The Windermere Centre has 20 ensuite bedrooms, and several meeting rooms, with up-to-date
conferencing facilities, and restaurant-quality food. If you’d like to know more about what it’s like at
the Windermere Centre, you can visit our website: http://windermere.urc.org.uk or get in touch with
us by calling 015394 44902, emailing windermere.centre@gmail.com, or writing to The Windermere
Centre, Lake Road, Windermere, LA23 2BY.
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Pay What You Can
What’s it all about?
When you come to the Windermere Centre, we won’t charge you a fee. We ask you to pay what you
can, and what you think the visit was worth. If you’d like to pay more than you are able, you can make
an application to the Hannah Fund to help make up the difference (please ask us for more details).
Jesus got angry when the temple system of his day charged people - especially poor people - for
access to God, because it was never meant to be like that. People experienced Jesus’ teaching and
healing as gifts from a generous, loving God. We want to mirror that generosity.
We want everyone to be able to access the resources the Windermere Centre is offering. We’re here
because we believe in trying to make a difference for the better, and because we believe that we can
learn from each other how better to love and forgive and grow. We invite you to come and be part of
the change.
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It’s Your Space
The Windermere Centre is funded through two main sources: the contributions made by the people
who stay with us, and a subsidy from the United Reformed Church. That happens because the Church
and our guests believe that the Windermere Centre is an important resource, and it means that our
job is to provide you with whatever you need to resource you for mission.
What does your church need?
Do you need some sort of training - for instance, how to build a church website, or understanding
eldership better? Do you need a chance to get away together as a group and deepen your
relationships or explore and reflect around a particular theme?
Can you help someone else?
Is there someone in your community who needs a bit of looking after? We can help you organise
whatever it is you, and the people you care about, need. We believe that generosity works, by which
we mean that we think that living generously leads to others giving more too, and loving more. We
urge you to act generously in everything you do, individually and collectively.
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How does it work?
We create customised events designed to meet your needs exactly, including finding dates to suit
you. Where necessary, we work with you to gather a group of people to take part. It’s as simple as
that: it all begins with a conversation. We are here to resource you - all you have to do is ask.
Got questions?
If you’d like us to help you with something, please contact us. We’d love to get to know you.
It’s not all about residential courses
Even if you can’t get to the Windermere Centre yourself, you can still access some of our resources.
You can visit our website, where there are lots of materials freely available for you to use. You can also
sign up to receive our email newsletter. Then we’ll send resources directly to your inbox, for free, each
month. Email rebecca.wincen@gmail.com if you’d like to subscribe.
Your stories
So what’s it really like at the Windermere Centre? We thought we’d let some of our guests tell you on
the following pages. If you’d like to know more, please get in touch.
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Your Story

We headed across to the Windermere Centre for a week in February.
Tim was attending a bespoke three-day course, and then we had a

family holiday together for the rest of our time there.
Not only was the course itself excellent, but the hospitality shown by everyone at
The Windermere Centre was fantastic. We were hosted by Rebecca Gudgeon, the
Windermere Centre’s Marketing Manager, who brought her two boys along to play
with Andrew and Sophie (and they all got on so well together that they are going to
keep in touch with each other).
We were catered for with fantastic breakfasts, lunches and dinners through the week.
The quality of the food is exceptional and on par with what you might find in some
more exclusive bistros. The en suite bedrooms were warm and
comfortable, as was the whole Centre. Depending on other courses
going on, there are several public spaces available for relaxation,
reading, chat and prayer.
And the cost? Well, the centre operates “pay what you can” pricing,
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where you give a donation in line with both what you think it is worth and what you
can afford. We understand that this is done to encourage people who might
otherwise not be able to afford to go on the courses or holidays to make use of the
facilities, with the hope that those who could afford it would pay a little more to
help make up the costs. The Windermere Centre has guideline prices that are
already half of what you would pay for comparable accommodation elsewhere in
the area, so there really is no excuse not to make use of the Centre, even if only for
a brief escape.
Windermere and Bowness also provide a variety of pubs and restaurants if you want
to eat out.
So for short breaks for training, spiritual reflection, or just a base from
which to explore the beauty of the Lake District, the Windermere Centre
is definitely worth a visit.
Tim, Lucy, Andrew and Sophie Cooke, from Blyth in Northumberland
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Your Story

For the past five years my wife and I have visited the Windermere Centre
several times a year. Whilst Susan attends painting courses, I have
attended well-organised photography and YouTube courses. Entering the Windermere
Centre is like meeting an old friend and one completely relaxes. Having visited
numerous hotels in my working life, I would say that the cuisine at the Windermere
Centre is of a consistently high standard, exceeding that of some highly-graded hotels.
During a recent visit, I took a day out with friends to go on a tour travelling around the
Western Lake District. We stopped and enjoyed a narrow gauge heritage train ride, saw
England’s deepest lake, and visited the grounds of the 14th Century Muncaster Castle,
returning to the Windermere Centre in time to enjoy a glass of wine in its beautiful
tranquil garden before a splendid dinner – a perfect end to a perfect day!
Amongst various little displays, the Windermere Centre sells unique handmade stone
sculptures with all proceeds going to a cooperative of impoverished artists in
Zimbabwe. I have sent the artists some photos of our stay, and they dream of
being able to visit the Windermere Centre one day – why don’t you give it a try?
Johnston Simpson, member at St. Andrew’s United Reformed Church, Waltonon-Thames
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Your Story

Northern Synod have enjoyed working with the Windermere Centre, which has
provided bespoke IT/social media training for us. It was very clear that Rebecca and
Lawrence had listened to our needs carefully, and designed a course accordingly.
The days went well, and this was in no small part due to the careful planning by the
Windermere Centre team, to make sure the time was effective for us.
Pay-what-you-can helped, in that we could focus on our needs rather than
compromise upon the course content. That said, we were very happy with the
support we had, and happy to pay a going rate.
Without doubt, the pay-what-you-can approach resonates with 'being church' and I
hope it encourages others to think along the same vein.
Melanie Campbell, Synod Clerk for the Northern Synod of the United
Reformed Church
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Getting Involved
So what’s coming up?
It’s your space. That means we’ll set up events to meet your needs. Sometimes those become group
bookings, and, where appropriate, they become courses that are open to all. Some events have
already reached the stage of being scheduled into the Windermere Centre calendar; others are still at
the discussion stage, and we are working with those folk who express an interest to set up exactly
what is needed, including agreeing dates and planning content.
On the following pages you can find all of the events that we are currently working on - those which
have dates set already are listed by month, and those which don’t yet have dates booked in are listed
together in the final section. If you’d like to get involved with any of the events, please make contact,
as per the details specified. If you have got an idea for a different event, or if there’s something else
that you need, please get in touch with us and we’ll try to make it happen.
We’re adding new things to these lists all the time, so for the most up-to-date information, please visit
our website or get in touch with us directly.
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It's Your Space events booked for September 2015
Date

Event

Contact

5th

Retreat Association Training Day: What is Spiritual Direction?

The Windermere Centre

7th - 11th

Painting in Autumn

The Windermere Centre

11th - 13th

Bury United Reformed Church

Group booking

13th - 17th

Autumn Walking

The Windermere Centre

14th - 17th

Group Decision-Making

The Windermere Centre

18th - 20th

Self-Supporting Ministers’ Weekend

Sue Cossey (sue.cossey@yahoo.co.uk)

21st - 25th

Card Mania

The Windermere Centre

25th - 27th

Adlington United Reformed Church

Group booking

Dates currently available for new It’s Your Space bookings during September 2015: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 27, 28, 29, 30

It's Your Space events booked for October 2015
Date

Event

Contact

2nd - 4th

Independent Methodist Study Weekend

Group booking

6th - 8th

Moderators’ Meeting

Group booking

12th - 15th

Barnsley Group Pastorate

Group booking
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16th - 18th

North Western Synod Lay Preachers’ Conference

Group booking

20th - 22nd

Welcome to the United Reformed Church

Philippa Linton
(philippa.linton@urc.org.uk)

23rd - 25th

Chorley United Reformed Church

Group booking

26th - 29th

Ministers’ Pre-Retirement Course

Group booking

30th - 1st Nov

Worship Live Hymn Writers

Group booking

Dates currently available for new It's Your Space bookings during October 2015: 4, 5, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 18, 19, 20

It's Your Space events booked for November 2015
Date

Event

Contact

2nd - 5th

URC National Assessment Board Training

Group booking

6th - 8th

TLS

Group booking

9th - 13th

Advancing in Advent, with John Bell

The Windermere Centre

16th - 19th

“It Just Works” - sharing what makes churches grow

Francis Brienen
(francis.brienen@urc.org.uk)

23rd - 26th

Exploring Spiritual Direction

The Windermere Centre

Dates currently available for new It’s Your Space bookings during November 2015: 13, 14, 15, 16, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 27, 28,
29, 30
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It's Your Space events booked for December 2015
Date

Event

Contact

7th - 9th

Northerly Synods Consultation

Group booking

30th - 2nd Jan

Christian Singles Fellowship

Group booking

Dates currently available for new It's Your Space bookings during December 2015: 4, 5, 6, 7, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18,
19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24

It's Your Space events booked for January 2016
Date

Event

Contact

10th - 11th

Northern Baptists Association

Group booking

24th - 27th

Bramhall & Wythenshawe Methodists

Group booking

Dates currently available for new It's Your Space bookings during January 2016: 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18,
19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 28, 29, 30, 31

It's Your Space events booked for February 2016
Date

Event

Contact

2nd - 4th

Moderators’ Meeting

Group booking

5th - 7th

St. Peter’s House

Group booking
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23rd - 25th

Developing your Appreciative Inquiry Practice

Tim Slack, Appreciating People
(tim@appreciatingpeople.co.uk)

26th - 28th

TLS

Group booking

29th - 1st March

Cumbrian Ministers’ Gathering

Group booking

Dates currently available for new It's Your Space bookings during February 2016: 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19,
20, 21, 22

It's Your Space events booked for March 2016
Date

Event

Contact

1st - 3rd

United Reformed Church Retreats Group

Group booking

4th - 6th

Iona Community

Group booking

14th - 18th

Painting in Spring

The Windermere Centre

21st - 27th

Re-imagining Easter

The Windermere Centre

31st - 3rd April

Cumbria Cursillo

Group booking

Dates currently available for new It's Your Space bookings during March 2016: 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 18, 19, 20, 28, 29, 31

It's Your Space events booked for April 2016
Date

Event

Contact

4th - 7th

Ministers’ Pre-Retirement Course

Group booking
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8th - 10th

Formby United Reformed Church

Group booking

12th - 13th

Synod Clerks’ Meeting

Group booking

Dates currently available for new It's Your Space bookings during April 2016: 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26,
27, 28, 29, 30

It's Your Space events booked for May 2016
Date

Event

Contact

6th - 7th

Independent Methodist Ministry and Leaders’ Conference

Group booking

13th - 15th

Private booking

Group booking

20th - 22nd

TLS

Group booking

31st - 3rd June

Ministers’ Pre-Retirement Course

Group booking

Dates currently available for new It's Your Space bookings during May 2016: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 16, 17, 18, 19, 23,
24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30

It's Your Space events booked for June 2016
Date

Event

Contact

10th - 12th

God in the Garden

The Windermere Centre

Dates currently available for new It's Your Space bookings during June 2016: 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25,
26, 27, 28, 29, 30
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It's Your Space events booked for July 2016
Date

Event

Contact

12th - 15th

United Reformed Church Retreats Group Conference

Group booking

25th - 29th

EM1 Summer School

Group booking

29th - 31st

End of Year One Reflections

Group booking

Dates currently available for new It's Your Space bookings during July 2016: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20,
21, 22, 23, 24

It's Your Space events booked for August 2016
Date

Event

Contact

5th - 7th

Private group

Group booking

Dates currently available for new It's Your Space bookings during August 2016: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15,
16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31

It's Your Space events booked for September 2016
Date

Event

Contact

26th - 29th

Ministers’ Pre-Retirement Course

Group booking

Dates currently available for new It's Your Space bookings during September 2016: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14,
15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25
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It's Your Space: Events with dates not yet booked
Event

Contact

Individually-guided retreats, with Mark Argent of the URC Retreats Group

The Windermere Centre

Communications for Church Treasurers with John Ellis, Dick Gray & Lawrence Moore The Windermere Centre
Singing together - a chance for people of all abilities to sing together

The Windermere Centre

Walking the Westmorland Way, with Nick Andrews

The Windermere Centre

Christmas House Party 2015 - good food, good fun and good company

The Windermere Centre

Paul: Appealing or Appalling? Bible study with Lawrence Moore

The Windermere Centre

iChurch training: learn to run your own church website, with Rebecca Gudgeon
Various levels available

The Windermere Centre

Powerpoint in Preaching, with Lawrence Moore

The Windermere Centre

Banner-making, with Jane Edwards

The Windermere Centre

Becoming a treasurer of an LEP, with John Watmough

The Windermere Centre

Social media for churches, with Rebecca Gudgeon

The Windermere Centre

Church Leadership Programme

The Windermere Centre

When Church and Kingdom Collide - explorations following on from the 2014
consultation

The Windermere Centre

Refresher course - spiritual nourishment and stimulation, with Lawrence Moore

The Windermere Centre

To register your interest or get involved in planning any of these events, please get in touch.
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The Windermere Centre
Resourcing the Church through hospitality and theological adventure
It’s Your Space: bespoke events tailored to meet your needs exactly
Pay What You Can: living generously - resourcing the church
We’re trying to make a Jesus-shaped difference. Be part of the change with us

http://windermere.urc.org.uk

windermere.centre@gmail.com

015394 44902

The Windermere Centre

@WmereCentre

The Windermere Centre, Lake
Road, Windermere, LA23 2BY
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